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exquisite way, and references to his scented elegance
persift throughout the 'forties.

As an individual, therefore, the Bulwer who returned
from Italy early in 1834 was a dandified being of few
intimate friends, an obje& of rather uneasy dislike to
a large circle of acquaintances, and a downright
offence to the small but vociferous group of persons
who for one reason or another hated him.

And side by side with this poverty of individual
companionship went a wealth of public reputation
which few writers have achieved at so early an age.
The contraft Strikes posterity as ironical; but at the
time it served rather to mislead Bulwer than to set
him wondering how to put matters right. His success
as a novelist not only dulled his consciousness of his
failure as a man, but led him to misinterpret alike its
cause and its effe&. If he had been able to realise
how much comfort he would have gained from a
more cordial relationship with his fellows, he might
have gauged the causes of his isolation and done
something to remove them. But ju& because his
renown and the sale of his books were now so great,
he tended to throw the blame for his personal unpopu-
larity on to others, and to believe that the hostility and
indifference with which he was in many quarters
received were due wholly to jealousy of his European
reputation. This was part of the truth, but not all
or it; and from a partial misapprehension of the
reasons why many or his fellows looked askance at
him or treated him with nervous constraint, sprang
that conspiracy-mania which was to become almoft an
obsession with him, and not only to render his own
life miserable but to lay a heavy burden on those of
his friends in whom he sought to confide.

Let  one  or  two   contemporary  documents  bear
testimony   to   the   international  extent of Bulwer's